NAME:_______________________

LeeKeenan



10 Honors


William Shakespeare’s Othello

	Want to Know – Shakespeare
	Want to Know – Othello

	
	

	LEARNED

	


Unit Throughlines
1.  Insider/Outsider


a. What does it mean to be an insider in a group, society, or culture?


b. What does it mean to be an outsider in a group, society, or culture?


c. Who is an insider in Venetian society?  Why?


d. Who is an outsider in Venetian society?  Why?

2.  Betrayal


a. Where do we see betrayal in this play?  What different forms does it take?


b. How does betrayal affect the events that follow?


c. How does betrayal affect the characters?

3.  Jealousy


a. Which characters are jealous of others?  Why?


b. What causes jealousy?

c. What can jealousy lead us to do?

d. Is it possible to avoid jealousy?

Performances of Understanding (Dates may change with advance notice)
1.  Literary Term Vocabulary Take-Home Quiz (DUE: THURSDAY, February 10th)

2.  Persuasive Essay: Rough Draft DUE: THURSDAY, February 10th 



           Final Draft DUE: FRIDAY, February 18th    
You will write a 4-6 paragraph persuasive essay explaining which character is to blame for the events of the play.  You will use specific evidence from the text, including quotations with line numbers.  This essay will help us prepare for the final project….

3. Final Project:  Thursday, February 19th   

A MOCK TRIAL!  After we have read and discussed the play, we are going to decide: who is responsible for the crimes committed?  This character will be placed on trial.  We will choose characters from the play as well as literary critics to act as witnesses, and identify a prosecution team and a defense team.

You will be assessed not only on how well you argue your case, but also on how you use the text to support your case.  You will need to understand the language, show the emotion and meaning behind the words, analyze characters’ actions and intentions, and interpret the text in order to prove that your side deserves to win.

I am very excited for this project!  In order to do our best work, we will need to make sure that everyone keeps up with the reading!
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”Heaven keep that monster from Othello’s mind!” Desdemona (above), Act III, Sc IV
Also in this issue…

Page 3 – Weather

Page 5 – Sports

Page 7 – Arts & Entertainment
Venice and Cyprus are in mourning today after loosing both their brave general Othello and his wife Desdemona in a terrible domestic incident. 

Othello believed that Desdemona was cheating on him with his trusted Lieutenant Michael Cassio. Deranged with jealousy, the tragic Moor murdered his young wife by smothering her with a pillow. Learning of her innocence after she was dead then drove Othello to fatally stab himself. 

It soon came out that the Moor’s suspicions of his wife were down to spiteful lies spread about her by his ensign, Iago. Bitter at being passed over for promotion in favour of Cassio, Iago poisoned Othello’s mind against his rival. 

Iago persuaded him that Cassio was a drunkard who was having a secret affair with Desdemona. In fact Desdemona, who had married Othello against her father’s wishes, was just Cassio’s friend. 

One trick Iago used to fool Othello was hiding a handkerchief he had given Desdemona in Cassio’s room. Othello, a war hero who had saved Cyprus from Turkish attack, hit the roof when he saw it. 

This was a tragic turning point which led to Desdemona’s end. Othello killed the blameless beauty when she wouldn’t confess to cheating. Yet even as she died, Iago’s wife Emilia revealed her husband’s treachery, driving Othello to join his beloved in death. 
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Othello
A brave, honourable soldier with a good record, Othello loved Desdemona more than anything. Highly passionate, he wasn’t able to control his jealousy in the face of Iago’s lies. 
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Iago
Othello’s ensign, Iago knew how to keep up the appearance of honesty. But he was really a bitter, self-serving, lying thieving cheat. He now faces heavy punishment for his crimes.
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Michael Cassio
Well-read but inexperienced soldier Cassio was very concerned about his reputation. Knowing he couldn’t take his drink, Iago tricked him into a drunken brawl that led to his demotion. 
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Desdemona
A sparky young beauty, intelligent and faithful, Desdemona had eloped with Othello against her father’s wishes. Deeply in love, she remained loyal to Othello despite his cruel treatment of her at the end. 
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“O, beware, my lord, of jealousy!
It is the green-eyed monster which doth mock
The meat it feeds on.” 
Iago, Act III, Sc III 

“O! thereby hangs a tale.”
Clown, Act III Sc I 

“Murder’s out of tune,
And sweet revenge grows harsh.”
Othello, Act V, Sc II 
“Put out the light, and then put out the light.”
Othello, Act V, Sc II 

“He that filches from me my good name
Robs me of that which not enriches him
And makes me poor indeed. 
Cassio, Act III, Sc III

“Then must you speak
Of one that lov’d not wisely but too well.” 
Othello, Act V, sc II



Character List
Othello – a Moorish general in the Venetian army

Desdemona – a Venetian lady

Brabantio – a Venetian senator, father to Desdemona

Iago – Othello’s standard-bearer or “ancient”

Emilia – Iago’s wife and Desdemona’s attendant

Cassio – Othello’s second-in-command, or lieutenant

Roderigo – a Venetian gentleman

Duke of Venice
Lodovico – Venetian gentleman, kinsman to Brabantio

Gratiano – Venetian gentleman, kinsman to Brabantio

Montano – an official in Cyprus

Bianca – a woman in Cyprus in love with Cassio

Clown – a comic servant to Othello and Desdemona

Venetian senators

Gentlemen of Cyprus

Sailors

Servants, Attendants, Officers, Messengers, Herald, Musicians, Torchbearer

Literary Terms TAKE HOME QUIZ: You will be expected to know the following 10 literary terms.  For each literary term, find an example in the text of Othello that shows the term (and explain why it fits that term).  To get full credit, make sure you write down the direct quotation and properly cite it with the act, scene, and line numbers!
      Part of






 

Literary Term
     Speech
Definition



               
	Simile
	noun
	A comparison of two things using “like” or “as”
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Metaphor
	noun
	A comparison of two things, without using “like” or “as”
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Allusion
	noun
	A reference in a literary work to a person, place, or thing in history or another work of literature
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Hyperbole
	noun
	An extravagant exaggeration
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Soliloquy
	noun
	A speech in a play that one character makes to him/herself, intended to tell the audience his/her secret thoughts
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Couplet
	noun
	A unit of verse consisting of two successive lines, usually rhyming and having the same meter and often forming a complete thought or syntactic unit.
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Climax
	noun
	The point of highest action or tension in a play
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Protagonist
	noun
	The main character in the play or story, who usually goes through some kind of major change by the end
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Antagonist
	noun
	A character in a story or play who deceives, frustrates, or works again the main character, or protagonist, in some way
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	

	Tragedy
	noun
	A play or story dealing with a serious or somber theme, typically that of a great person destined through a flaw of character or conflict with some overpowering force, as fate or society, to downfall or destruction
	

	Example:
Explanation:

	

	


DUE: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH  
