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“Psychologically, the dragon is one’s own binding of oneself to one’s ego.  We’re captured in our own dragon cage. The problem of the psychiatrist is to disintegrate that dragon, break him up, so that you may expand to a larger field of relationships.  The ultimate dragon is within you; it is your ego clamping you down.”    

                 - Joseph Campbell

· What is your personal dragon?  What “dragon” would you like to defeat during your junior/senior year?  Identify your dragon.  Analyze your dragon.
· How can you slay your dragon through a self-imposed journey?
· What must the journey involve?  
· What personal success/happiness will you achieve if you defeat this dragon?
· Write a 550 – 600 word essay in which you identify and analyze your dragon. Explain what journey you must take during your junior/senior year to conquer your dragon.  Make TWO copies of your essay.  Turn in one copy to me to be graded; seal the second copy in an envelope with your name on the front of the envelope.
· I will be the only one who sees your essay.  All essays are confidential.  The sealed copy will be returned to you the last week of school to see if you defeated your dragon.
· Evaluation Criteria:
1.  Length – 600 words (typed)

(10 points)

2.  Topic is well selected 


(20 points)
3.  Conventions & Style


(30 points)

 

          4.  Clarity and cohesiveness

(40 points)

First Draft Due Date:  

Friday, September 10, 2010

Second Draft Due Date:  
Friday, September 17, 2010
NOTE: Be very honest with yourself as you ponder the “dragons” in your life.  Some students have been able to use this assignment for their college admission essay (topic example – Discuss an obstacle in your life that you have overcome.)

An “A” PAPER:

Is rich in form and content, marked by stylistic finesse.

Displays careful organization and development.

Uses skillful and smooth transitions.

Imparts a feeling of unity and clarity.

Has an engaging title and/or opening paragraph.

Has a strong closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.

Exhibits phrasing that is tight, fresh, and highly specific.

Uses accurate and particularly vivid diction.

Provides a personal, clear, consistent and authentic voice.

Has a clear tone that enhances the essay’s purpose.

Makes the reader feel as if s/he has gotten to know the author.

Contains NO errors in grammar or mechanics.

A "B" PAPER:

Is significantly more than merely competent.  Delivers substantial information.

Has a strong opening.  Contains specific points that are logically ordered and unified.

Development is less specific than an A paper, but is adequate for the essay’s purpose.

Has an authentic and clear voice in places, but does not consistently develop or project that voice.

Has a closing paragraph that is thematically related to the opening.

Transitions are mostly smooth.  Syntax is pleasingly varied.

Diction is fairly concise and precise, but not particularly vivid.

VERY FEW errors in grammar/mechanics.

A "C" PAPER:

Is generally competent:  meets the minimum terms of the assignment.

Reasonably organized.  A clear organizational structure may not be fully realized.

Lacks a sense of an authentic voice, often relies on clichés or overused expressions.

Actual information often presented as vague generalities.  "Telling not showing."

Often lacks specific examples, or may contain specific examples but not clarifying explanations.

Opening does not draw the reader in, closing is merely a perfunctory wrap-up.

Demonstrates a beginning awareness of transitions between paragraphs, often choppy or abrupt.

Little variation in syntax:  predictable, repetitive, choppy sentences.

Diction occasionally marred by repetition, redundancy and imprecision.

Relatively free of serious grammatical/mechanical errors.

A "D" PAPER:

Indicates an attempt to respond to the assignment.

Development unclear or completely lacking.

Confusing, unclear, or ineffective organization; often rambling.

Weak opening and closing.  Repeats question in first sentence, e.g.

Vague, imprecise or inappropriate diction.

Incorrect or awkward sentence structure, often interfering with clarity of meaning.

Some serious errors in grammar/mechanics.

Evidence of careful proofreading is scanty, if non-existent.

