Things Fall Apart Log

Due: April 25, 2011

As you make your way through the next six chapters I would like you to keep a log of your “journey.” Log entries will consist of such things as chapter summaries; comments on the action, characters, language, themes, and the like; and your personal reactions to those elements of the novel.

Record your log entries in your notebook or type them on the computer. Write in your own voice. Interact with the text. Grades will be based on the thoroughness of your responses. “Thoroughness,” by the way, does not necessarily correspond to length.

You are in charge of your own personal log. You will decide what to write and in what form, but we have three rules:

1. Label each entry clearly with the chapter and page numbers.

2. Write after every chapter.

3. Over the course of your reading, you should respond to each log entry option at least once. 

 Log Entry Options: For each chapter, do a minimum of two of the following:

· Summarize the action of the chapter 

· Comment in one sentence on what you think the significance of the chapter might be. To find one clue, ask what the story would be like without it.

· Ask questions about the chapter. Has anything caused you confusion? Ask one of the characters in the chapter a question—or ask Achebe or me a question.

· Quote lines from the chapter and comment on them. Choose the lines for any reason you like: because you enjoy them; because the language impresses you; because they help you understand a character, an action, a theme — any reason you choose.

· Describe your reactions to a character, action, or idea you confront in the chapter.

· Talk about the relationships characters have to one another, quoting specific words or phrases to give evidence for your opinions.

· From the point of view of one of the characters in the chapter, get inside that character’s mind. Explain how the character feels about him/herself, about other characters, about the situation of the chapter, or about something else.
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