Honors English 10

Prompts for Timed-Essay

On Friday, March 18th, you will be completing a timed essay (80 minutes) to simulate the MCAS long-composition.  For this essay, you will be writing about your Northanger Abbey and responding to one of the following prompts (you choose).  It is a 75-point test/paper grade, so please take it seriously.  I suggest brainstorming for your essay and filling out the prompt to outline essay attached.  You will be able to use these outlines and brainstorms on Friday.  
1. Often in literature one moment or event stands out. From a work of literature you have read in or out of school, select an important moment or event. In a well-developed composition, identify the moment or event and explain why it is important.

2. In literature as in life, people can make choices and must live with the consequences of those choices. From a work of literature you have read in or out of school, select one character who makes a choice. In a well-developed composition, identify the character’s choice and explain what happens as a result of this choice.

3. In literature as in life, people struggle with principles or beliefs they hold.  From a work of literature you have read in or out of school, select a character who struggles with his or her own principles or beliefs. In a well-developed composition, identify that character and explain how that character’s inner struggle is important to the work of literature.

Turn an MCAS writing prompt into a composition outline

by filling in the boxes below

	Part 1

Turn the first part into a hook to engage the reader.

(When in doubt, just re-copy it)


	Introduction: Hook


	Part 2 “From a work of literature. . .”

Turn the second part into your thesis by adding the title, author, and character from the book of your choice.  
	Introduction: Thesis


	Part 3 “In a well-

 developed composition”

Use the verbs in sentence three to find out how many body paragraphs you will need, and what the topic of each will be.
	Body Paragraph 1: _________________________________

          (write a topic sentence about what you need to identify)

•

•

•

•

	
	Body Paragraph 2:_____________________________________

  (write a topic sentence about what you need to explain or tell)

•

•

•

•

	
	Body Paragraph 3: (if needed) _____________________________

          (write a topic sentence about what you need to show)

•

•

•



	Part 1

Use words and ideas from the first sentence to wrap up your essay.
	Conclusion

•

•


