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To think, or not to think: that is the question

Fall 2010 Censorship Research Paper

Essential Questions:

· What is censorship?

· What is the rationale behind censorship?

· Is censorship for the protection of citizens or the protection of an idea (agenda)?  

· What underlying values/traditions/etc. are the censors trying to uphold?

· How are the censors threatening the stability of society?

· How are they strengthening the stability of society?

Research Topic: The enactment of censorship in America over the last eighty is justified. 

You are writing a position research paper, which means that that through credible research you will pass judgment on the above statement. 1) The first step should be to narrow down this research topic.  2) You will then need to turn your narrow topic into a research question.  3) From this research question you should write your thesis statement.  

Research and Sources: 

· Note-taking: All notes should be documented.  They will need to be organized with a heading and source information.  

· Source list:  Any source citations made on your note-cards should correspond with the running source list that you should be keeping.  This information will be used for parenthetical citations in your research paper.  If you don’t have the bibliographical information for a source, you will not be able to include the research in your paper.

· A minimum of three academic sources is required.

Thesis:  

· One sentence which briefly and precisely answers the research question.

· This is the most important part of the paper.  Your entire paper should be devoted to proving this statement.  No information should be added that does not work towards proving this statement. 

· Your thesis statement will distinguish your research paper from a report.  You must formulate your own position or thesis.  Become an authority on your topic.  Gather information from many different sources to develop and prove your thesis.

Outline (*recommended, not required)
· An outline forces you to organize your thoughts in preparation for writing your paper.

· The outlines need to state your main points and sub points.  After completing an outline, you should take stock of your notes.  From these two documents you should be able to assess whether or not you have enough information to write your rough draft.
Requirements:

· Your paper should be typed in size 12 font, Times New Roman/Cambria, double spaced with one-inch margins.

· It should be 4-5 pages in length (This does not include your title page or Works Cited page.)

· You need a title, heading, and header

· You need an accurately written Works Cited page in MLA style

· Include 3-5 direct quotations.  Make sure they are quality quotes and not just thrown in at random.  All paraphrased information that is not general knowledge should be parenthetically cited.
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Final Draft Rubric/Grading Sheet

	   90-100
	· Well-phrased academic title that specifically identifies the writer’s focus and is accurately punctuated

· States a clear, arguable thesis
· Unity of purpose, exploring the topic in depth, with each paragraph expanding upon a single aspect of the narrowed subject

· Coherence maintained through the use of key words and sentence structures, judicious use of pronouns and synonyms, effective placement of transitional words and phrases

· Written in present tense 

· Written in third person, avoiding sexist and biased language

· Uses the language of the discipline accurately; key terminology used and defined where necessary

· Uses source material to explain, analyze, and support the thesis

· Accurately introduces and blends source material using signal phrases and page numbers according to MLA style, using correct punctuation for each reference

· Accurately written Works Cited page in MLA style

· All revisions completed appropriately as per commentary

	     80-89


	· Less detailed or focused title, however it is still appropriate to the topic

· States an arguable thesis

· Unity is maintained, however, paragraphs are not as in depth or are not narrowed to a single aspect of the subject

· Coherence is not as effective or thorough

· Some errors in tense, person, or language

· Terminology of the discipline may be less accurate or undefined

· Source material is not as effective in explaining, analyzing, or supporting the thesis

· Source material is introduced and blended correctly but MLA documentation may be missing or inaccurate in some places

· Completed Works Cited page, however, some MLA style errors exist

· Some revisions are not as carefully done as per commentary

	    70-79
	· Vague or unfocused title

· Vague or unclear thesis

· Some unity, however, multiple paragraphs lack depth and focus

· Coherence is ineffective in several areas

· Lapses in tense and person; or biased language

· Undefined and/or inaccurate use of terminology

· Source material may not explain, analyze, or support thesis in many instances

· Introductions and blending of sources do not follow directions in some areas

· Incomplete or inaccurate Works Cited page

· Incomplete revisions

	    Below

       70
	· Missing or inaccurate title

· Lack of an arguable thesis

· Lack of unity throughout the entire paper; does not maintain focus on thesis

· Coherence is not maintained

· Lack of supporting source material whether paraphrased or quoted 

· Source material, where used, is not documented according to MLA style

· Missing Works Cited page

· Lack of discernible revision
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