Northanger Abbey

Chapter Questions for the week of 12/13 to 12/17.  Due Friday, Dec 17
Directions:  Please answer the below questions in complete sentences on a separate piece of paper.  You will receive no more than half credit if your answers are not written in complete sentences.

Chapter 1:

Describe Catherine Morland.  Make sure to give at least four examples from the text.

What does Jane Austen imply about the plot of the novel by saying that a “hero” must be “throw[n] in [Catherine’s] way”?

Chapter 2:

Describe Mrs. Allen.  Make sure to give at least four examples from the text.

What happened at the end of the dance that helped slightly boost Catherine’s ego?

Chapter 3:

What types of things do Miss Morland and Mr. Tilney discuss in their first meeting? 

 Explain whether or not their discussion about these topics surprises you.  

When is it proper for a young lady to begin dreaming about a young man?  What does that say about romance during that time?

Chapter 4:

Although Mr. Tilney does not show up, what happens instead to offer Catherine comfort?

In the final paragraph of the chapter the narrator is discussing what is NOT going to appear in the next three or four chapters.  Why does the narrator do this?  How is it mocking other texts?

Chapter 5:

How does Isabella respond to Catherine’s crush on Mr. Tilney?

The narrator describes the novel as “in short, only some work in which the greatest powers of the mind are displayed, in which the most thorough knowledge of human nature, the happiest delineation of its varieties, the liveliest effusions of wit and humour are conveyed to the world in the best chosen language” (Austen 32).  Explain (using examples) why you agree or disagree with this statement.  

Chapter 6:  Hint:  In literature, a foil is a character who contrasts with another character in order to highlight various features of that other character's personality, throwing these characteristics into sharper focus.
How does Austen use Isabella in order to create humor? Look closely at: 

· Actions – she is manipulative, flirtatious, and dramatic

· Speech - what kinds of things does she say and how does she say them? (Look closely at the words / expressions that she uses).

· The way that Austen uses her as a foil to Catherine

· The failure of James and Catherine to see whom Isabella really is.

Find quotes and examples to support your answer.

Chapter 7:

Think about the character of John Thorpe and answer the following questions:

In what ways is he a foil to Henry?

How does he defy the image of a traditional romantic hero?

Chapter 8:

What does Catherine learn in this chapter (about herself and others)?

What is Jane Austen’s opinion of Miss Tilney and in what way(s) is she a foil to Isabella?

Chapter 9:

What do you learn about John Thorpe’s motivation for “wooing” Catherine?

In what ways is Catherine still an “innocent” in this chapter?

