NAME:_________________________

LEEKEENAN/WILKES


censorship debate project

Fahrenheit 451 & Censorship Unit

What are we debating?

Debate Resolution: The enactment of censorship over the last eighty years is justified.
WHO AM I DEBATING?
INTRACLASS DEBATES:  

Subspecialty groups (political, religious, or fine arts) will debate each other on MONDAY, DECEMBER 6TH or TUEDAY, DECEMBER 7TH.
The winners of the INTRACLASS debates will move onto ROUND 2. 

INTERCLASS DEBATES: ROUND 2&3

MORNING: ROUND 2
· On WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8th, the winning teams will convene in the fiction room at 8:05.  Each team will debate the winning team from the other class. 
· The winners of the INTERCLASS DEBATES: ROUND 2 will stay for the afternoon debates against Ms. Wilkes’ class.
· The teams that don’t win will be given passes and sent back to class.

AFTERNOON: ROUND 3 (all students who are debating should go to Lunch A):

· Winning teams from both Ms. LeeKeenan’s classes and Ms. Wilkes’ class will convene in the fiction room at 11:45AM.

· Winning teams of each subspecialty will pair up for the final debates.

· When all three debates are over, classes will get together to debrief.

debate Work and scoring:

Drafts (50 PTS Homework grade):

1. Draft(s) of opening argument (one for pro and one for con)

2. Draft(s) of closing argument  (one for pro and one for con)

3. Draft(s) of crossfire questions  (one for pro and one for con)

Final:

1. Debate Performance  (120 TEST PTS – 50% written work/50% performance/20% Judging (Q&A, Ruling, Rationale)
	DEBATE RUBRIC

	
	LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE

	CRITERIA
	4
	3
	2
	1

	1. Organization and Clarity: 

Viewpoints and responses are outlined both clearly and orderly.
	Completely clear and orderly presentation
	Most clear and orderly in all parts
	Clear in some parts but not over all
	Unclear in most parts

	2. Use of Arguments: 
Reasons are given to support viewpoint.
	All relevant reasons given in support
	Adequate number of reasons given: most relevant
	Some relevant reasons given
	Few or no relevant reasons given

	3. Use of Examples and Facts: 
Examples and facts are given to support reasons.
	Many relevant supporting examples and facts given
	Many examples/facts given: most relevant
	Some relevant examples/facts given
	Few or no relevant supporting examples/facts

	4. Use of Rebuttal: 
Arguments made by the other teams are responded to and dealt with effectively.
	Each argument recalled and refuted
	Some effective counter-arguments made


	Few effective counter-arguments made
	No effective counter-arguments made

	5. Presentation Style: 
Tone of voice, use of gestures, and level of enthusiasm are convincing to audience.
	Few style features were used; not convincingly
	Few style features were used convincingly
	All style features were used, most convincingly
	All style features were used convincingly


POSITIVE SCORING:
 1 POINT FOR EACH

Opening: 

· Establish a burden of proof or cast doubt on the prediction.

· Each piece of evidence offered in support or attack.

Judges Questioning: 

· The Debaters*: question answered

* Points will not be rewarded if the question is unanswered or poorly answered

Closing statement:

· Each argument recalled and refuted

Participation: 1 point for each member of the team making an active contribution.
NEGATIVE SCORING: 1 POINT LOST FOR EACH OF THESE INFRACTIONS:
· Speaking out of turn

· Each team member not contributing at least once.

· Each interruption by a member of the audience costs the audience members’ team 1 point.

· Speaking too quietly, sloppy posture, discourteous behavior.

DEBATE SETUP:
· Affirmative opening argument 

(3 minutes)

· Negative opening argument


(3 minutes)

· Crossfire



 
(3 minutes) 

· Affirmative Rebuttal



(2 minutes)

· Negative Rebuttal



(2 minutes)

· Judges Questions A & N


(5 minutes)

· Affirmative Closing Argument


(1 minutes)

· Negative Closing Argument


(1 minutes)

· Discuss Ruling & Rationale


(10 minutes)

· Present Ruling




(5 minutes)




OPENING/CLOSTING STATEMENT* OUTLINE
	Affirmative/Negative Opening
	Affirmative/Negative Closing

	Introduce yourself and team and position
	Introduce yourself and position.

	Core Argument (thesis)
	BRIEF REBUTTAL:

Address any lingering points that were not covered in previous rebuttal. 


	Supporting Idea #1

Evidence (quotation, example, statistic)

*Remember to include citation*
	

	Supporting Idea #2

Evidence (quotation, example, statistic)

*Remember to include citation*
	CLOSING:

Acknowledge their point (counter argument) and state why your side is stronger. (Restate thesis)



	Supporting Idea #3

Evidence (quotation, example, statistic)

*Remember to include citation*
	Remind judges/audience of your 3 main arguments

	Concessions/counter argument
	Conclude with the bottom line.  Why is this debate important?

	Reiterate your argument


	


*Remember to prepare both an opening and closing argument for the affirmative and negative sides of the resolution.
PREPARE 5-7* QUESTIONS THAT THE JUDGES COULD ASK YOUR TEAM.
1.



2.



3.



4.



5.



6.



7.



*Judges will be limited to 3 questions.  You should prepare and ask 5-7 during Debate Prep so that your team gets used to answering questions on the spot.[image: image1.png]












