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LEEKEENAN


"Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut 

The below questions should guide your discussion on Monday.  You do not need to answer the questions; you will be expected to take notes in the space provided during our Socratic seminar.  You should, however, write a question next to number eleven.
1. What are the functions of the agents of "the United States Handicapper General" (7)? What threats to society do such agents combat? 
2. How is radical mediocrity achieved and enforced?

3. What actual developments, policies, trends involving government-enforced equalizing, "handicapping," in America might Vonnegut be satirizing in "Harrison Bergeron"?  What conceptions of equality motivate such policies and trends?   
4. How are George and Hazel Bergeron described? What sort of life do they lead? What is Vonnegut parodying here? What does the story warn against? To what extent do television, radio, and the mass media generally function like George's mental handicap radio?
  

5. Why is Harrison Bergeron such a threat to society? How old is he? How has he been "handicapped"?
6. What is Harrison trying to accomplish? 
7. What is the meaning of Harrison's and the ballerina's flight-like dance and kissing? What is meant by the statement, "not only were the laws of the land abandoned, but the law of gravity and the laws of motion as well" (12)?
8. What is the meaning of Harrison and the ballerina being shot down by Diana Moon Glampers, the Handicapper General? 
9. Why does Hazel Bergeron forget what she is crying about? 
10. What is the meaning of the last words of the Bergerons, "that one was a doozy" (13)?

11. YOUR OWN LEVEL 2 OR LEVEL 3 QUESTION:

