HONORS 10 ENGLISH PORTFOLIO  

Fall 2010
“this is my wish for you: comfort on difficult days, smiles when sadness intrudes, rainbows to follow the clouds, laughter to kiss your lips, sunsets to warm your heart, hugs when spirits sag, beauty for your eyes to see, friendships to brighten your being, faith so that you can believe, confidence for when you are in doubt, courage to know yourself, patience to accept the truth, love to complete your life.”
-anonymous
PORTFOLIO GUIDELINES

Part of becoming better readers and writers is reflecting on the mistakes you’ve made and the skills and knowledge you’ve gained.  This last assignment is a part of this process.  You have spent months now tirelessly working on projects and papers for this class – the portfolio that you assemble should showcase all of this work.  Below I have listed the many writing pieces that you have completed for this course.  Please include a minimum of seven pieces in your portfolio.  Each piece should fit into one of the below seven categories.   For each writing piece you will need to include a short explanation which discusses why this piece made the cut. Below I have outlined the specifications for this assignment.  

STEP 1 FOR STUDENTS:

First: Go through all of your work from the course and choose writing samples that support and show off your abilities and competency in the areas listed below.  You must include a minimum of seven writing samples covering all 7 categories.

Enjoyment

“I am very proud and happy” – Charles Dickens

Deeper Understanding

“What is important is to keep learning, to enjoy challenge, and to tolerate ambiguity. In the end there are no certain answers.”  - Marina Horner

Improvement

“Limitless like the ocean are your excellent qualities” – Dalai Lama

Struggled

“Whatever is good to know is difficult to learn.”  - Greek proverb

Disappointment

“It is never too late to be what you might have been” – George Eliot

Analysis & Attention to Detail
“When words are both true and kind, they can change the world” -  Buddha

Persuasive/convincing

“Eloquence is the language of nature, and cannot be learned in the schools; but rhetoric is the creature of art, which he who feels least will most excel in.”  - Charles Caleb Colton

STEP 2 FOR STUDENTS:

For each writing sample you will need to make a “Section page.”  This page will include the title of the category, an introduction to the each assignment included, an explanation/reflection on the writing sample itself, why did you include it in this portfolio section, etc…

For example: Enjoyment (category); intro – what was the sonnet assignment? ; explanation: Why was writing a sonnet enjoyable?  

STEP 3 FOR STUDENTS:
Once you have assembled your work in a portfolio I want you to write a cover letter to your parents based on your portfolio that explains to them what it is you have done this term.  The letter should not only explain the work that you have included in your portfolio but should also identify thematic connections between our four units of study: Things Fall Apart, Othello, Fahrenheit 451, and Northanger Abbey.   Discuss why each is significant in terms of the class content and your advancement as an English student. 

STEP 4 FOR STUDENTS:

Once your parents have responded to your cover letter, thank them profusely and then please include all of the material in a small presentation binder and submit it to me on Friday, January 10th. 
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STEP 1 FOR PARENTS:

First: Please review your student’s cover letter and the portfolio that they have put together

STEP 2 FOR PARENTS:

Second: Please review with your child a minimum of two pieces from their portfolio.  Please write a letter to your child in response to their portfolio and the explanations that they have written about their chosen assignments.

Thank you for your time, your input in this project is critical to how successful it will be. I hope this gives you a chance to respond from the heart to the level of work that your student has accomplished this semester, and don’t worry, you don’t get graded on it.

PORTFOLIO ASSESSMENT (10% of your term grade):

*NO LATE PORTFOLIOS WILL BE ACCEPTED*

The portfolio will be assessed on the following:

· Fulfillment of requirements: The breadth and thoroughness of coverage of the required work.

· Quality of the entries: The degree of critical and reflective thinking evident in the portfolio entries. 

· Presentation: organization, sequencing, use of headings/subheadings, technical aspects.

*NO LATE PORTFOLIOS WILL BE ACCEPTED*

Good luck with this endeavor and I hope that you enjoy the process. As always, if you have any questions or concerns please bring them to my attention ASAP, before they become problems.

Thanks,

Ms. LeeKeenan

Email: kleekeenan@cpsd.us 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS TO CHOOSE FROM:

Things Fall Apart: 

Men of Umuofia RRP

Chapter 14 RRP

Enoch RRP

TFA Motif-to-theme final paper
Folktale

Othello:

Persuasive Essay

Mock Trial: Opening/Closing/Affidavits
Scene Analysis

Sonnet 

Fahrenheit 451 & Censorship
IRB Banned Book Essay
Censorship Position Research Paper

Debate documents: Opening/Closing Statements 
Northanger Abbey:

Gothic Task
Good Book Proposal
(Sample Section page)

STRUGGLED

“Whatever is good to know is difficult to learn.”  - Greek proverb

This assignment came at the end of our Things Fall Apart unit.  Ms. LeeKeenan had asked us to write a literary analysis paper on one of the topics that she had pre-selected; some of the topics included: gender roles, why things fell apart, and the influence the missionaries had on the Ibo culture.  After picking the topic we had to turn our chosen topic into a thesis statement that we wanted to prove.  The paper did not have to be that long but needed to be very focused and include evidence in every paragraph.

I thought that this essay would be easy to write but I ended up really struggling while writing it.  I am used to writing papers about theme and main ideas but Ms. LeeKeenan wanted us to be very specific and focus on the literary elements in Things Fall Apart.  She wanted us to look at how form created meaning and the author’s purpose.  These were things that I had difficulty with and required me to go back and closely read certain passages and sections of the novel. I found that during the writing I would go off on a tangent and navigate away from what I was trying to prove.  I struggled staying focused and searching through the text for the perfect example that would illustrate the points I was trying to make.  I know that in the future I will have to write analytical papers so I am happy that I had the opportunity in this class to try and write one.  I hope I do better and remember what I have learned from this assignment the next time I am asked to write an analytical paper.
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