Frankenstein Reading Notes

Your reading notes for Frankenstein will guide our reading of the text, serve as a starting point for discussion, and lay the foundation for your essay on the book.  

Each entry in your reading notes must contain:

	1. Quotation
	A passage from the text that is noteworthy, central to our understanding of a character, setting or the story, or representative of themes or ideas in the text.  Include the page number of the quote.

	2. Speaker
	The character (or narrator) who says the quote.

	3.  Context
	A brief description of the setting, events, and characters that are needed to understand the quote.

	4.  Analysis
	This is the most important part of the reading notes.  Attempt to explain why the quotation is relevant to the text, what literary devices are used in the quotation, how these devices contribute to the meaning of the quotation, what the quotation reveals about a character or idea, or how the quotation contributes to your understanding of the text.  You may ask questions, make predictions, or note other observation about the text.  Your response should show that you are engaging with and considering the quotation that you have selected and its relationship to the ideas, characters, and themes in the book.


To make your reading notes, divide your page into two columns.  The first column should use 1/3 of the page, and the second column should use 2/3 of the page.  In the first column you will record the quotation.  In the second column you will write your response to the quotation, including parts 2-4 from above.  Below is a sample entry.  Use this form in your reading notes.

	“But success shall crown my endeavors.  Wherefore not?  Thus far I have gone, tracing a secure way over the pathless seas: the very stars themselves being witnesses and testimonies of my triumph.  Why not still proceed over the untamed yet obedient element?  What can stop the determined heart and resolved will of man?” (7)
	Speaker: Robert Walton

Context: Walton is writing to his sister, while he is out at sea.  He is attempting to be the first person to sail to and reach the North Pole..  He is in good spirits despite the danger that he knows lies ahead. 

Analysis:  Walton’s drive and focus on individuality is evidence of the Romantic Era.  Walton boasts that he can triumph over nature and seems rather self-assured with himself.  Nature takes a back seat and plays witness to his triumphs.  The juxtaposition of the words “untamed” and “obedient” convey the definiteness of his disposition. He listens to his heart instead of his mind. He is concerned with the individual, focusing on his subjective experiences. He is irrational, imaginative, and emotional. He also finds peace of mind in nature (noting the stars and seas) and admires its beauty.


