FEEDBACK ON THE FROST AND KEATS’ COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
General

· Must understand the point of these analyses, to analyze techniques used to create meaning
· Do not just engage in a general discussion of the poem; must analyze the style/techniques

· Read and understand the prompt; rephrase it in your own words
· Look, examine the poem closely, carefully 

· Examine the entire poem; can’t just use and rely on what you understand

· You can’t just give summary

Knowledge

· Make more sophisticated use of literary terms
· Do not ever say "The author uses diction and style and imagery to convey…" What kind of diction? What kind of style? What groups of images? Of course the author will use diction and style!
· What is the tone? How did the author achieve this? How did I know this?

· Choose examples and quotations carefully: quote only what is necessary. Do not write, "The author uses concrete diction as in 'we will sit upon the rocks, seeing the shepherds feed their flocks'." Where is the concrete diction in here? What am I supposed to focus on?
Thinking

· Remember to analyze stylistic techniques as they helps to achieve tone or convey theme
· Name the actual tone/tones and theme/themes
· Theme must be stated in a full sentence: "Love" is not a theme
· Consider possible shifts, signaled by shifts in diction, syntax, imagery, etc.
· Remember what stylistic techniques consist of: diction, syntax, figurative language, imagery, point of view, etc.
· When you say “the star is a symbol of love” you must analyze “the way” – how you know that.

· When you say “Frost alludes to Keats in his poem”, you must analyze why he does that? 
· Analyze the imagery or figurative language; the mere use of them does not suggest anything!

· What are the implications of frost’s address to the star: “say something! …tell us what elements you blend”?

· Synthesize and categorize and characterize diction. Do not just say "The poet achieves an optimistic tone with images such as '…' and '…'…" Rather, synthesize and group the images. These are nature images, floral images, etc.
Communication

· Be succinct 

· Avoid repetition

· Aim for clarity and specificity

· Avoid generalizations and vagueness

· Sharp intro paragraph directly answering the question and stating thesis needed

· Avoid simply repeating intro in concluding paragraph

· Have a clear topic and concluding sentence for each paragraph

· Avoid writing a paragraph on tone or theme – these are developed through poetic techniques
Application

· Your own style of writing should be sophisticated
· Avoid colloquial expressions
· Quotations need to make grammatical sense in your sentence.
