Grade 10 Honors English

Fall 2010, Room 2313
Ms. Kira LeeKeenan

Welcome to Grade 10 Honors English!  I am ecstatic to be joining you on this journey through your second year of high school.  A wise professor once told me that “School is Practice for Life” and ever since, this has become my motto.  During our semester together you will probably be doing more work than you’ve ever done before but the silver lining to that is that I don’t give busy-work.   There will always be a reason for every reading and assignment that you receive, each will have an application for life.  But before I get into the nuts and bolts of this course I wanted to share a little bit about myself with you as I hope you will soon do with me.

I am a fellow Cantabrigian (I have actually adopted Cambridge as my home but for the amount of time that I’ve actually spent in this city I feel like I was born here!(). I currently live in North Cambridge with my 6 year old daughter, Tabatha, and Golden Retriever, Sunshine. 

I am truly a lifelong learner and there is nothing I love more than reading and writing.  You will find in our semester together that there won’t ever be a time when I’m not reading at least two books simultaneously.  You might say, “Duh, because you’re an English teacher”, but my love of reading does not just stem from my chosen profession, but is because I see it as vital to living as breathing and eating.  I don’t look at literature as an entity separate from society or myself but see the two as intertwined and inseparable.  In our reading and writing I will encourage you make connections between what you read and write with your lives.  

This will not only be your English class for the next five months but also a place for you to grow, discover, investigate, and take risks.  My role is that of a guide and facilitator.  I will teach you and challenge you to the best of my ability but this classroom is not just mine to run but OURS.  Our classroom needs to be a positive learning environment and should be made up of respect, positivity, and high expectations for learning.  In turn I hope that it also becomes a place where we can share, laugh, and enjoy each other’s company.
This semester we will be sharing our classroom with Ms. Chelsea Devlin.  She is a graduate student at Harvard and will be working with me all year.  During the Fall Semester she will be working with us on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  When she is here, she will be an active participant in your education.  Feel free to ask her questions and use her as a resource.
Now onto the nuts and bolts of this class…

In this course we will be discussing and analyzing literature and informational texts representing world cultures and universal themes.  Our focus will be on power and I will continuously be asking you to think about: What is power and who has it? Does who has it matter?  What does power have to do with fairness and justice?  What are the factors that create an imbalance of power within a culture?    How can power, its use or the pursuit thereof, become corrupt? Through our examination of literature from around the world you will be preparing for higher-level thinking, reading, and writing skills which will not only help you succeed on the MCAS and SATs, but for the rest of your life. Below I have outlined the questions that we will continually come back to in our studies and the units that I hope to cover.  Depending on our class and where our discussions and interests take us, this syllabus may change.

COURSE THROUGHLINES

Rudyard Kipling said, “All the people like us are we, and everyone else is they.”


As we study historical culture and literature from around the world, we will try to find meaning in Kipling’s words by answering the following questions:

1. What is power?

2. What is the lens through which we see the world?  What events, people and experiences have shaped our individual perspectives?

3. In what ways do societies affect and change the culture, attitudes, and beliefs of other societies?

4. How does reading literature from a wide variety of cultures help us to understand the complexity of the world through multiple perspectives?

5. How can we clearly express our ideas and voices so that it communicates to diverse audiences?

6. How does our use of oral and written language reflect our cultural and personal identities?

7. What does it mean to be a thinking person?  Furthermore, what makes you think, and what gets in the way of your thinking?

8. How does language reflect power?  Who controls the standards for language?  How do these standards reflect societal power?
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UNITS OF STUDY

*The curriculum may be adapted during the semester depending on the needs of the student and class.

UNIT I: Crossing Borders and Boundaries

Essential Questions:

1. What occurs – personally, socially, culturally, linguistically, and politically – when two societies or cultures collide?

2. What can we learn about human nature from studying the character and the fall of a tragic hero?

3. How can we be open-minded and non-judgmental when learning about another culture?

4. In what ways are language and literature connected to a culture’s beliefs?

5. What influences the formation of an individual’s cultural identity?

Main Text: 
Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe

Other Content: 
“The Congo”, Lindsay

“The Second Coming”, Yeats


“The Sacred Rac”, Hughes

“A Middle Passage”, Wamba      
 Excerpts from A Famished Road,  Okri   
 

“An Image of Africa”, Achebe
   
King Leopold’s Ghost
MCAS ORQs and Vocabulary & Grammar

Assessments:
Vocabulary Quizzes

Reader Response Papers
 Insider/Outsider Mask ORQ Paragraphs

Motif/Theme Essay 
Summer Reading Assessment (5%)

UNIT II: Dystopia, Power & Censorship

Essential Questions:

1. What is censorship?  

2. Who has the power to censor and why?  What should be censored? (if anything)

3. How does censorship affect each and everyone of us and how do we feel about it?

4. What is the effect of allusions in literature? How do they relate to the author’s purpose?

5. How much power should or can a government have?  What power do individuals have against the government?

6. Is there potential for mindless entertainment to stifle individual thinking?

7. What features contribute to the dystopian world that Ray Bradbury has created?

8. How do we conduct formal research and use that research in a written paper?

Main Text: Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury


Other Content: Independent Reading Book; “Media”, John Butler Trio; “Dover Beach”, John Donne; “The Tyger”, William Blake; “They Have Not Yet”; “Allegory of the Cave”, Plato; Articles on censorship from NCAC; MCAS Open Response Questions and Vocabulary & Grammar
 

Assessments:
Vocabulary Quizzes

RRP Papers

 Censorship Research PP

IRB Analytical Essay 


Censorship Research Paper

Debate





ORQ (MCAS related writing)





Midterm Portfolio
MIDTERM (10% of Term 1)
UNIT III: Othello, William Shakespeare

Essential Questions:

1. What does it mean to be an insider or an outsider in a group, society, or culture?

2. How does the act of betrayal affect people and relationships?

3. What causes jealousy?  What does it lead people to do?  Is it possible to be avoided?

Main Text: Othello, William Shakespeare

Other Content: Vocabulary & Grammar; Othello (film); Selection of sonnets; Selection of Literary Criticism

Assessments:

Scene Presentations

Mock Trial Performance

Vocabulary Quizzes



Persuasive Essay

Sonnet Photostory

MCAS Open Response Questions and Vocabulary & Grammar

UNIT IV: Romance, Gothicism & the Power of Fiction

Essential Questions:

1. How was “good literature” characterized in the late 18th century?  How have these characteristics changed over the last one hundred and fifty years?  What factors historical, societal, and/or cultural impact how good literature is characterized?

2. How does Austen’s narrative style impact the relationship the reader has with the narrator?

3. How does the resolution of the romance compare to a "usual" romantic novel ending, and in what ways is Jane Austen parodying those usual types of endings? 

4. Is the romance genre empowering or damaging to women readers? 

5. What are the various motivations, incentives, and obstacles to marriage in Victorian society? How do these "external" considerations affect the choices people make or are able to make? How do these considerations interface with falling in love or marrying for love?
6. What is the effect of using the Gothic novel as a running theme in Northanger Abbey? In what ways does the Gothic novel help to frame, or set-up, the plot of Northanger Abbey?
7. Is Northanger Abbey intended to be (1) an exemplar or model novel, (2) a corrective of other novels, (3) a criticism of the novel form, or something else?
Main Text

Northanger Abbey, Jane Austen

Other Content: “Rape of Lock” Alexander Pope; “Goblin Market” Christina Rossetti; selection of short stories and poetry; MCAS Open Response Questions and Vocabulary & Grammar

Assessments:     

ORQ Responses 

MCAS Multiple Choice

Reader Response Papers

Vocabulary Quizzes



“Good Book” Proposal 


Final Writing Portfolio



FINAL (10% of Term 2)
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REQUIRED MATERIALS:

Students should come to class everyday with:

· a 3 inch, 3-ring binder

· 4-5 tabs 

· Post-it notes (one pack should suffice)

· lined paper

· writing utensil(s)

· a highlighter
· a composition notebook (most in class writing will be done in here & will be left in the classroom) *This should not be shared with other classes.

· Class text we are working on 

· An assignment notebook or calendar
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GRADING PROCEDURES:

Class Engagement and Citizenship:

Students are expected to meet the following criteria:

1. Come to class prepared with required materials, completed assignments, and a readiness to learn.

2. Demonstrate respect for themselves, their classmates, the teacher, and the classroom

3. Participate daily by listening attentively, contributing to class discussions, taking notes, and asking relevant questions.

4. Adhere to school policies outlined in the CRLS Student Handbook.
Homework Policy:

Homework contributes significantly to a student’s comprehension and development of ideas as we move through the curriculum. Expect to receive homework 5 nights a week. I don’t believe in busy work, which means there is a reason for every assignment that I give.  If you ever wonder why I am assigning a homework you are more than welcome to ask “Why?”. Homework will be graded for both completion and accuracy on a 10-point scale (check minus-6, check-8, check plus-10).  Homework is due at the beginning of class. Values may increase for longer assignments. Late homework will not be accepted.  

Essay and Project Policy:

If handed in on-time, a paper/project will receive a grade of A-D or Rewrite based on the rubric (rubrics will always be handed out with the assignment instructions).   A student has one week to complete a Rewrite.  The grade on a Rewrite will not exceed B.  If a Rewrite is not handed in within one week, the student receives 50%.
If a major essay or project is passed in late, the grade will drop as follows:

	1 day late = 1 letter grade down

2 days late = 2 letter grades down

3 days late = 3 letter grades down

Etc.


50% is the lowest grade for a completed assignment handed in within one week.  Beyond one week, a major project or essay will not be accepted and will receive 0%.  

All work is due at the BEGINNING of the period (unless otherwise stated) and MUST be printed before class. Excuses for late work due to technology problems (printer, email attachments, etc) will not be accepted. It is your responsibility to ensure your work is on-time. 
Absences and Make-Up Work Policy:

Students are expected to be in class every day.  It is YOUR RESPONISIBLITY to check with the teacher and/or classmates to get assignments that you have missed.

Students are expected to hand in work and make up quizzes on the day of their return according to the assignment schedule.  

Grading Policy:

Class Engagement, Class Work & Citizenship


15%

Homework


25%

Quizzes, Tests, Papers & Projects



35%

Midterm/Final Portfolio




10%

Midterm/Final






10%

Summer Reading Assessment




5%
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EXTRA HELP, COMMUNICATION, AND EMERGENCIES

Before/After School:

I am often here after school for at least two hours so please feel free to come and see me for extra help or clarification on an assignment. If you want to conference about a paper or sit down for any length of time, please sign up for a time slot ahead of time.  I have a clipboard on my desk where you can sign up. 

Email:

Email is my preferred means for communication.  I check my email frequently throughout the day and night.  You can email me at kleekeenan@cpsd.us up to 10PM at night and expect a response.  I will often email the class or individual students so it is CRUCIAL that you activate and check your CPSD email address everyday.  

Classroom Website/Edline:  
This is the first year that I am using a classroom blog in addition to edline to support student’s connectivity to the course materials.  There will be a link on your class Edline page which links you to our website: http://enamoredwithenglish.yolasite.com/.  You will need to activate your Edline account for this class and check our website on a daily basis.  I will update the website everyday and this will be your one-stop location to find class announcements, homework assignments, handouts, helpful web resources, and extra credit opportunities. 

Turnitin:  
Turnitin is a new program that I have just started to use.  It is an anti-plagiarism website.   During the first two weeks of class you will be setting up an account with Turnitin and you will have the opportunity to submit papers through this portal throughout the semester.
Emergencies:

My door is always open to you.  I know that emergencies happen in life and you should feel comfortable to talk to me and to be truthful with me.  I can best help you when I know what is going on.  
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ASSIGNMENT EXTENSION APPLICATION/CONTRACT MARKING PERIOD 1
Name:






Class/Period:






Assignment:  





Date Due: 






Reason for not completing the assignment on time (Attach proof if available):

Proposed Due Date:


By signing below, I indicate that the reason I have given for not completing the assignment on time is true, and that, pending Ms. LeeKeenan’s approval, I will abide by the proposed due date.  If I have made a false statement or if I do not meet the contract deadline, I will receive a mark of zero on this assignment.

Student’s Name


Student’s Signature


Date

Ms. LeeKeenan’s Approval




Date

***********************************************************************************************************************************

ASSIGNMENT EXTENSION APPLICATION/CONTRACT MARKING PERIOD 2
Name:






Class/Period:






Assignment:  





Date Due: 






Reason for not completing the assignment on time (Attach proof if available):

Proposed Due Date:


By signing below, I indicate that the reason I have given for not completing the assignment on time is true, and that, pending Ms. LeeKeenan’s approval, I will abide by the proposed due date.  If I have made a false statement or if I do not meet the contract deadline, I will receive a mark of zero on this assignment.

Student’s Name


Student’s Signature


Date
Ms. LeeKeenan’s Approval




Date
REQUIRED SIGNATURES:

For the Parent:

I, the parent/guardian of 






, understand the content and expectations associated with the course described in this syllabus/course contract.

Printed Name:



Signature:





   
Date:




I do
 do NOT 

 give permission for my child to watch rated “R” movies that serve as learning tools in the classroom.

If the teacher needs to contact me, please use:

Day phone #: 




   Evening phone #:





Email address:
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For the Student:

I, 


, the student enrolled in this course, understand what I can expect and what is expected of me as described in this syllabus/course contract.

Printed Name:



Signature:





   
Date:




