Honors English 10 

CRAFTING THE INTERPRETIVE SENTENCE

To truly convince a reader that your argument is verifiable, you need proof—textual evidence to substantiate your overarching claim.   But how can you integrate quotations that prove your argument without detracting from your flowing prose?  One answer: THE INTERPRETIVE SENTENCE.

Interpretive sentences both provide context for your quotation and begin the analysis process.  Think the usually delicious quotation sandwich, condensed into one scrumptious sentence snack.  

You may find many ways to seamlessly integrate quotations in interpretive-sentence-like-fashion, but here are the three most common: 

The Original (when/as): 

When Marlow recounts, “you lost your way on that river as you would in a desert, and butted all day long against its shoals…till you thought yourself bewitched and cut off for ever from everything you had known,” he reveals his disorientation and isolation in a foreign and burdensome environment.  

The Gerund: 

Describing the strange and serene setting, “it was a stillness of an implacable force brooding over an inscrutable intention.  It looked at you with a vengeful aspect,” Marlow personifies the environment, suggesting its ability to control and constrain him.  

The Appositive: 

Marlow’s depiction of the air, “warm, thick, heavy, sluggish,” parallels his own emotional suffocation in the jungle.  

Things to Notice and Remember: 
	--Short, rich quotation nuggets.
	--STRONG verbs! 
	--MLA citations!	
--The interpretive sentence begins the analytical process.  If your quotation needs further unpacking, another sentence or two focused solely on analysis is entirely encouraged.  
