
LITERARY TAKE HOME QUIZ ON HEART OF DARKNESS

1.  Explain the context of the following conversation.  What kind of tone 
comes through in the voice of the first-person narrator?
“ ‘The manager thinks you ought to be hanged.’
 He showed a concern at this intelligence which amused me at first. ‘I had better get out of the way quietly,’ he said earnestly. ‘I can do no more for Kurtz now, and they would soon find some excuse. What’s to stop them? There’s a military post three hundred miles from here.’ 
‘Well, upon my word,’ said I, ‘perhaps you had better go if you have any friends amongst the savages nearby.’ 
‘Plenty,’ he said. ‘They are simple people - and I want nothing, you know.’ ”


2.  Who is being described here?  Discuss the effect of the juxtaposition of 
diction.
“She was savage and superb, wild-eyed and magnificent; there was something 
ominous and stately in her deliberate progress. And in the hush that had 
fallen suddenly upon the whole sorrowful land, the immense wilderness, the 
colossal body of the fecund and mysterious life seemed to look at her, 
pensive, as though it had been looking at the image of its own tenebrous and 
passionate soul.”

3.  Who is being described here?  How do the syntax and diction of this 
passage differ from the passage in #2?
“His clothes had been made of some stuff that was brown holland probably, but 
it was covered with patches all over, with bright patches, blue, red, and 
yellow-patches on the back, patches on the front, patches on elbows, on 
knees; coloured binding around his jacket, scarlet edging at the bottom of 
his trousers; and the sunshine made him look extremely gay and wonderfully 
neat withal, because you could see how beautifully all this patching had been 
done. A beardless, boyish face, very fair, no features to speak of, nose 
peeling, little blue eyes, smiles and frowns chasing each other over that 
open countenance like sunshine and shadow on a wind-swept plain.” 

4.  What word or words could be used to describe the narrator’s tone in this 
passage?  Discuss the overall theme
 ( or themes) that develops here.
 
 
“Mind, none of us would feel exactly like this. What saves us is 
efficiency - the devotion to efficiency. But these chaps were not much account, 
really. They were no colonists; their administration was merely a squeeze, 
and nothing more, I suspect.  They were conquerors, and for that you want 
only brute force -nothing to boast of, when you have it, since your strength 
is just an accident arising from the weakness of others. They grabbed what 
they could get for the sake of what was to be got. It was just robbery with 
violence, aggravated murder on a great scale, and men going at it blind-as is 
very proper for those who tackle a darkness. The conquest of the earth, which 
mostly means the taking it away from those who have a different complexion or 
slightly flatter noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing when you look 
into it too much.”

