Heart of Darkness Feedback

· Generally, very good adherence to topic, good avoidance of plot summary

· A good paper usually "nails" the question in the opening paragraph.

· Be careful – it’s not enough to say that a character is affected by your minor character, or to say that the minor character “plays a major role” in other character’s decisions and actions. The question/prompt asks you to show how the character functions in the work.

· Do not give a general introduction or "back into" the analysis.
· Good papers are commonly distinguished by intelligent paragraphing.
· Typically, the strategy or approach part of the essay question aims to assess your command of literary terminology.
· Aim for specificity. Avoid catch-all words like style, language, feeling. 
(E.g. The author's writing style and use of language demonstrate well the feelings of the narrator)
· When you say “Marlow is a very interesting character”, you must analyze why it seems like that? How did specific words or specific images, etc. make you think this?

· Be careful – general and vague language gets you nowhere.  Sentences that are vague and/or lack specificity are glanced at.  They won’t count towards your score
·  “through these encounters she offers valuable insight into the character of Mr. Kurtz.”  
· “Conrad’s other major character, Kurtz, is mentioned throughout the novella, but only appears towards the conclusion of the storyline.” 
· “Kurtz was a man with a constant presence throughout the novel that affected almost every character in the novel.”
· MUST identify the “meaning of the work” and address this prominently!!!

· The “meaning of the work” should be generalized as a message / lesson. Saying that a character’s past is important because the whole story revolves around past memories, or that it affects all other characters, or that it adds suspense to the novel does not get at the “meaning of the work”.
· Even when out of time, you should conclude with a complete sentence
· Generally, clear, logical organization

· Focus on one character and one “meaning of the work”

· Underline book titles; quotations marks generally used for poems

