INDEPENDENT NOVEL STUDY (INS)
AP LITERATURE & COMPOSITION
Overview

You are required to read two novels and to participate in four colloquies (book clubs) as part of our Independent Novel Study. The INS culminates in two short essays modeled after or taken from former AP Exam questions. In total, the INS is worth a large part of your project grade each term. The project grade includes participation in the colloquy, the Major Works Data Sheet, Presentation, and essay. 

NOVEL SELECTION

Select two novels from the reading list on pages three and four.  Select a text that you have not already read and are interested in reading. Do this by reading summaries of the books that appeal to you. Summaries can be often found online or on the back cover. You can also leaf through some books and read its opening pages. Be aware that many of the texts deal with mature subject matter. Let me or a librarian know if you are particularly interested in, or want to avoid, a particular subject or type of novel. 
BOOK APPROVAL

Once you have made your selections, post the titles of your two books onto Moodle.  I will comment on your selection by Sunday, September 19th. On Monday, September 20th, some silent reading time will be provided, so bring your book to class. Approval is based on a first-come first-served basis. No two students in the class may read the same book. Your selection is considered approved and final when I respond to your selections on Moodle. Remember it is your responsibility to obtain the book. The school and city libraries carry almost all of the titles above. If you do not select a book by the given date, you will be assigned a book.

COLLOQUY

A colloquy is a conversation focused on a specific topic. Each colloquy group is made of three-four members, selected by me. The purpose of the colloquies is to exchange information and ideas about the book you are reading and to make connections with other members. Each colloquy lasts the entire period and may be tape recorded.

Major Works Data Sheet

For each novel you read, you must create a Major Works Data Sheet. Essentially, this no more than four page document summarizes the major elements of the novel.  Remember that the data must come from your mind originally. You may not consult another source, except for certain topics marked with * below. You must acknowledge all sources you referenced. The data sheet will be very helpful when you write the essay. It will also serve as a comprehensive review sheet when you prepare for the AP Exam in the spring. 

Items and elements to include on the sheet are as follows. Some items are obviously more significant than others. 


· Title, author, biographical information about the author*

· Date of publication, historical significance of the novel*

· Genre, characteristics of the genre*

· Succinct overall plot summary

· Description and examples of the author's style

· Five selected quotations and their significance

· Main characters' names (up to 5), significance in the story, 1-2 key adjectives to describe them 

· Main Settings

· Symbols and/or recurring images or motifs

· Significance of the opening and closing scenes

· Possible themes

The data sheet is due on each colloquy date. It will focus the discussion. Assignments completed on time will be collected and evaluated for effort, completion, and insight. Late assignments will receive a zero.

Essays

During the last colloquy, you will be given a list of essay topics which are taken or adapted from former AP Exams. From this list, you must select two topics and write two short essays, one on each novel you read. Each essay should be about 600-750 words. The essays will be evaluated on the AP rubric. 

Presentation

Towards the end of the course, you will have a chance to talk for about five minutes on the novels you have enjoyed. This is a chance to share your insights, voice your views on the literature. It is also a chance to recommend great summer reads to each other! 

Timeline

Introduction / Book Search




Monday, September 13, 2010

Book Approval





By Sunday, September 19, 2010

Colloquy 1 (book 1)/ Partial Data Sheet Due

Tuesday, October 12, 2010

Colloquy 2 / Data Sheet Due for Novel 1


Monday, November 1, 2010

Colloquy 3 (book 2)/ Partial Data Sheet Due

Monday, November 29, 2010


Colloquy 4 / Data Sheet Due for Novel 2


Monday, December 20, 2010

Essay Topics Given





Monday, December 20, 2010

Essays Peer Edit 





Monday, January 3, 2011

Essays Due






Friday, January 7, 2011

Presentation






Monday, January 10, 2011

BOOK LIST

The Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition program encourages students to read great literature by various authors from a range of periods and places. The list below consists of novels by British, American, and Canadian authors and some works translated into English. It includes some of the most renowned works from the 19th to 21st centuries. 

Author



Titles

Margaret Atwood
Alias Grace; Blind Assassin; Cat’s Eye; Lady Oracle; 

Robber Bride

Jane Austen
Emma; Mansfield Park; Pride and Prejudice; Persuasion;
Sense and Sensibility

Anita Rau Badami

Tamarind Mem

Charlotte Brontë

Jane Eyre

Anne Brontë


Agnes Grey

Emily Brontë


Wuthering Heights

Bonnie Burnard

A Good House

Willa Cather


My Antonia

Wayson Choi


The Jade Peony

Kate Chopin


Awakening

Seamus Deane

Reading in the Dark

Don Delilo


White Noise

Anita Desai


Fasting, Feasting

Charles Dickens

Bleak House; David Copperfield; Great Expectations; Tale of Two Cities

Fyodor Dostoevsky

Crime and Punishment

George Eliot


Middlemarch

Ralph Ellison


Invisible Man

William Faulkner

Absalom, Absalom!; As I Lay Dying; Sound and the Fury

Gustav Flaubert

Madame Bovary

F. Scott Fitzgerald

Tender is the Night; This Side of Paradise

E. M. Forster


Passage to India

Charles Frazier

Cold Mountain

Ernest J. Gaines

A Lesson Before Dying

Mavis Gallant


The Other Paris

David Guterson

Snow Falling on Cedars

Thomas Hardy
Far From the Madding Crowd; Jude the Obscure; Mayor of Casterbridge; 
Tess of d’Ubervilles

Nathaniel Hawthorne
Scarlet Letter

Joseph Heller


Catch-22

Ernest Hemingway

Farewell to Arms; For Whom the Bell Tolls; The Sun Also Rises

Thomson Highway

The Kiss of the Fur Queen
Maxine Hong Kingston
Woman Warrior

Kazuo Ishiguro

Remains of the Day

Ha Jin



Waiting

Ken Kesey


One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

W. P. Kinsella

Shoeless Joe

Joy Kogawa


Obasan

Margaret Laurence

The Diviners; Stone Angel

Mary Lawson


Crow Lake

Gabriel García Márquez
One Hundred Years of Solitude

Yann Martel


Life of Pi

Cormac McCarthy

The Crossing

Alistair McLeod

No Great Mischief, The Lost Salt Gift of Blood

Herman Melville

Moby Dick

Rohinton Mistry

Family Matters; A Fine Balance; Such a Long Journey

Toni Morrison

Bluest Eye; Song of Solomon; Sula

Joyce Carol Oates

We Were the Mulvaneys

Michael Ondaatje

The English Patient

George Orwell

Nineteen-Eighty-Four

Alan Paton


Cry, the Beloved Country

Annie E. Proulx

The Shipping News

Erich Maria Remarque
All Quiet on the Western Front

Mordecai Richler

The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz

Arundhati Roy

The God of Small Things

Kerri Sakamoto

The Electrical Field

Carol Shields


The Stone Diaries; Unless

Leslie Marmon Silko
Ceremony

John Steinbeck

East of Eden; Grapes of Wrath

Leo Tolstoy


Anna Karenina

Dalton Trumbo

Johnny Got His Gun

Jane Urquhart

Away, The Underpainter, The Stone Carvers

Vassanji, M. G.

No New Land, The Book of Secrets

Kurt Vonnegut

Cat’s Cradle; Slaughterhouse Five

Robert Penn Warren
All the King’s Men

Edith Wharton

Age of Innocence; Ethan Frome; House of Mirth

Oscar Wilde


Picture of Dorian Gray

Virginia Woolf

Mrs. Dalloway

