NORTHANGER ABBEY
Reading Questions Chapters 20 - 31

For each question/assignment, please make sure that you validate EVERY statement / idea with evidence from the text (paraphrase or quotation please). Please write in complete sentences on a separate piece of paper.


Chapter 21:
· How does Jane Austen use language to create a sense of drama in this chapter?
Look closely at:   
A. Weather
B. Descriptions of Catherine’s actions / reactions
C. Catherine’s thoughts
D. The use of punctuation and syntax (sentence structure) in the final paragraph.

Chapter 22:
· Do you think General Tilney has an ulterior motive for Catherine’s visit (root your ideas in the text)?  Explain your opinion.

Chapter 23:
· Using the two-column note format, look at the ways that Catherine is becoming more realistic in this chapter and the ways in which she may still be seen as living in a fantasy world.  You should have three to four examples per column. 
Use the headings: Catherine as a realist and Catherine in her fantasy world.

Chapter 24:
· What do you learn from this chapter about Henry and about his feelings for Catherine? Justify your ideas with reference to words and phrases in the chapter.

Chapter 25:
· List the ways in which Catherine truly grows up in this chapter. What events provoke these changes?

Chapter 26-27:
· What news does Catherine receive in these chapters?  How does she react to this news?  Why is it complicated?

Chapter 28:
· Describe the circumstances surrounding Catherine’s impromptu departure from Northanger Abbey.  How does Eleanor react to her father’s request?


Chapter 29:
· According to the narrator, how does Catherine’s return home differ from that of a traditional heroine?

Chapter 30:
· Describe the events that lead up to Catherine and the Tilney family’s reconciliation. 

Chapter 31/whole book:
· What do you think Austen is saying about the theme of growing up in Northanger Abbey? 
· What role does reading play in that process? In what way, therefore, is reading a metaphor for a more important experience?

