Northanger Abbey - Vocabulary List 3

QUIZ FOR THESE 2O WORDS WILL BE ON YOUR FINAL EXAM!  

Ch. 21

complacent (adjective) showing smug or uncritical satisfaction with oneself or one's achievements 
Example: you can't afford to be complacent about security.

acute (adjective) having or showing a perceptive understanding or insight: shrewd 
Example: an acute awareness of changing fashions.

peruse (verb) read thoroughly or carefully 
Example: the pursed lips of an auditor perusing an unsatisfactory set of accounts.

Ch. 22

trifling (adjective) unimportant or trivial 
Example: a trifling sum.

disjointed (adjective) lacking a coherent sequence or connection 
Example: piecing together disjointed fragments of information.

negligence (noun) failure to take proper care in doing something 
Example: some of these accidents are due to negligence.

approbation (noun) approval or praise 
Example: the opera met with high approbation.

augment (verb) make (something) greater by adding to it; increase 
Example: he augmented his summer income by painting houses.

odious (adjective) extremely unpleasant; repulsive. 

Ch 23

endowment (noun) an income or form of property given or bequeathed to someone; a quality or ability possessed or inherited by someone.

countenance (noun) a person's face or facial expression 
Example: his impenetrable eyes and inscrutable countenance give little away.


languish (verb)  (of a person or other living thing) lose or lack vitality; grow weak or feeble  		Example: plants may appear to be languishing simply because they are dormant.

plausibility (adjective) seeming reasonable or probable (possible) 
Example: a plausible explanation | it seems plausible that one of two things may happen

Ch. 24

dejected (verb) make sad or dispirited; depress 
Example: nothing dejects a trader like the interruption of his profits.

commiserate (verb) express or feel sympathy or pity; sympathize 
Example: she went over to commiserate with Rose about her break-up.

atrocity (noun) ( plural add -ties)  an extremely wicked or cruel act, typically one involving physical violence or injury 
Example: war atrocities | scenes of hardship and atrocity.

Ch. 25

abatement (noun) (often in legal use) the ending, reduction, or lessening of something 
Example: noise abatement | an abatement in the purchase price.

transpire (verb)  occur; happen 
Example: I'm going to find out exactly what transpired

procure (verb) obtain (something), esp. with care or effort 
Example: food procured for the rebels

conviction (noun) a firmly held belief or opinion 
Example: his conviction that the death was no accident | she takes pride in stating her 		political conviction




