Othello: The Persuasive Essay

What is a persuasive essay?

A persuasive essay is one in which you try to persuade or convince your reader that you are correct.  You must use evidence to support your argument, and you must use convincing rhetorical language to make your case.

How is it different from a literary analysis?

This persuasive essay is similar to your Things Fall Apart essay in that you are using quotations and other evidence from the text to prove your point.  However, unlike a formal analysis, you should include yourself and your reader in your persuasive paper, through your use of rhetorical language. 

Why are we writing persuasive essays for Othello?

A couple of reasons!  First, Iago is able to persuade other characters to believe him; we want to try our hand at being so convincing!  Also, these papers will help us prepare for the mock trial.

What are the requirements for this essay?

· 3 typed pages (double spaced) in multi-paragraph format

· A thesis statement indentifying the one character you have singled out to shoulder the blame for the events of Othello
· A minimum of 3 examples from the play which serve as evidence

· At least one quotation per example, using correctly cited act, scene, and line numbers (examples: IV.ii.23, II.i. 10-16)

· Effective and appropriate use of rhetorical language

· Counter-argument or concessions.

ROUGH DRAFT DUE: MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2010

Your rough draft needs to be typed and double-spaced.

Conferences with Ms. LeeKeenan and Ms. Devlin will start on Monday, October 25th and run through Friday, October 29th.  Everyone will need to sign up for a time slot (before school, lunch A, after school).
If you would like more support I have an essay outline that you can use as well as information from Writers Inc. that will help you structure your essay. 

FINAL DRAFT DUE: MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1,, 2010
Submit online onto Turnitin and pass in your stamped rough draft.

You must turn in your rough draft and all other drafts with your final draft to receive full credit.  The revision process will be part of your final grade.
