READER RESPONSE PAPERS (30 HW PTS)

The purpose of writing a Reader Response Paper (from here on out will be referred to as an RRP) is for you to show how you are making sense of the texts we read, the activities in which we participate, and how you integrate knowledge gained from class discussions.  The papers are short analytical responses to a passage, topic, prompt, or question and do need to contain EVIDENCE.   If you are unsure how to structure your essay, follow the guidelines* listed below:
1.  Choose a passage (a quotation from the text) which strikes you and which you find interesting.  Read your chosen passage over at least three times.  React in writing. 
2. Your reaction should be approximately 1.5- 3 pages in length and divided into three parts:

a. In the first part, react to the passage.  Ask yourself the following questions: How do you react to the passage and why?
· Does the passage seem true? WHY? Disturbing? Distressing? Reassuring? Hopeful? Outrageous? Funny? Confusing? Serious? Inspiring? WHY? WHY? WHY?
· Does the passage make you feel upset? WHY? Joyful? WHY? Angry? WHY?
b. In the second part, CONNECT the passage to the rest of the text.  What does the passage remind you of or make you think about: in your own life, in the world in general, or in the rest of the text?
c. In the third part, CONNECT and explain how this passage resonates or contradicts other texts you have read.
Reader Response Papers are mini essays.  They are quick writing exercises that should be narrowly focused. 
Copy Specifications:

· Papers should be written in MLA format.

· Double Spaced, typed

· 1.5-3 pages

· Quotations should not be longer than 1 sentence or 10 words.

*Guidelines are general. Depending on the assignment content requirements may change.[image: image1.png]



