THE INSIDER NEWSPAPER PROJECT
Or is it?
To culminate our Things Fall Apart unit, we will write a class newspaper that gives our readers the inside scoop on what is really going on at Rindge, while also confronting our own misconceptions and biases about the different “departments” and “students” at the high school.
Your individual article will need to address both perspectives – the perspective of one who is on the “inside” of your department and one who is on the “outside.”  Remember that the “outsider” will most likely not know or understand as much about your department as you and will perhaps even say things that you will want to respond to with by saying, “No, that is untrue!”.  Try and resist this.  You are the reporter. You are reporting on what you hear (misconceptions and all) - what the student body feels, believes, and understands.   Your final article should be unbiased and, in doing so, reveal the true underbelly of your department.  This will be difficult, but realize that truth will only be found, if and when you step back and ask yourself, what happens if I don’t.  If you are untrue to this story, if you decide not to wear your “journalist hat” aren’t you just succumbing to the “single story virus” - that dangerous and deadly epidemic?  Think about it.

THE INSIDE PAGES
· Athletics  – Pick two or three athletics teams to focus on (include athletes and coaches in your article)
· Athletics (physical education and health classes) 
· RSTA
· Academics (Honors/AP Track)
· Academics (College Prep Track)
· Performing Arts (Theater and Dance)
· Music (all musical groups)
· Arts (Visual/Fine Arts)
· Internships/TA/Independent Study*
· Foreign Language*
· STARS*
· School Climate*
· Student Government*
*optional

REQUIREMENTS
1) Interviews (both insider and outsider) 
Start with the people in this class.  I’m sure that your peers can assist you in giving insight/an insider’s perspective and an outsider’s perspective into a number of these departments. 
2) Questions and transcripts 
Interview subjects need to be identified and questions need to be written down.  A written transcript of the interview needs to be transcribed at the minimum. Recordings are preferred for the purpose of accuracy.
3) News Article Generator (see attached worksheet) 
4) Source List
5) Inverted Pyramid Outline (see attached worksheet)
6) Rough Draft
7) Publishable Final Draft 
8) Pictures/Artwork
9) Annotated newspaper articles (2) 
Articles from local newspapers are read and annotated for elements of a newspaper article.

SOME OF THE QUESTIONS YOUR ARTICLE NEED TO ADDRESS
· What does the student body have to say about your “department”?
· What were their expectations going into the class/activity/extracurricular?
· How were these expectations confounded or rebuked three or four months into the class/activity/extracurricular?
· What is the department’s reputation?  Both from those who have the “inside scope” and those who don’t. 
· What are the staff’s expectations and goals for the student’s who participate/engage in their department?
· Do these goals correspond with the student’s experience in the activity/department? 









DISCLAIMER:  This project has the potential to make some individuals uncomfortable, but remember that this is not the intention.  The intention is to discover honesty.  Please do not take anything personally. Remember that at all times you are to wear your “journalist” hat and to leave your personal biases and feelings at home.

News Article Generator
Directions:  Use the below form to help you write a great news article.  You should start organizing and writing your article once you have completed this form.  Good Luck!

First Thoughts:
1.  Briefly, describe your news story:
		
	
	
	
	
	

2. Why should CRLS students care about this story?
		
	
	
	
	
	

3. What are you hoping the story will accomplish?  Why?
		
	
	
	
	
	

Elements of an Article:
1.  Working headline:
		
	
2. Sub-heading:
		
	

3. Lead Facts:
Who? 		
	
What? 			
Where? 		
	
When? 	
	
Why? 	
	
	
How? (teach or explain something that will help the reader understand one aspect of your story)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Research:  What facts, statistics, rules, laws, definitions, history, background, information, etc. will help the reader understand your topic in greater depth?

Fact #1
Source: 	
	
	

Fact #2
Source: 		
	
	

Fact #3
Source:
	
	
	


Interviews and Polls: What questions will you ask both key individuals and specific groups of people?

1. Interview question #1:
	
	
2. Interview question #2:
	
	
3. Interview question #3:
	
	

1. Interviewee #1:
												
2. Interviewee #2:
												
3. Interviewee #3:
												
Polling Questions: (“yes” or “no” close-ended questions)
Question #1
												
Question #2
												
Question #3
												
Pictures & Graphics:
Ideally, what photograph or image would go well with this article?  Explain or cite:
									


Inverted Pyramid Format
Newspaper articles are written using an “inverted pyramid format” as shown below.  The most important information is at the top (beginning of article) and the least important information is at the bottom (end of the article).

 (
Final Detail
) (
LEAD/HEADLINE
Who? What? Where? When? Why?
Detail 1    Detail 2    Detail 3
)
