NAME: __________________________

English 10 Honors 


Things Fall Apart Vocabulary List 2 

DIRECTIONS:  Study the below ten words and their definitions for your quiz on Friday.  For Tuesday, write a creative paragraph that uses all ten words.  Your paragraph needs to make sense, but you cannot explicitly define words in your paragraph.  

An example of what you can do: The contemptible behavior of the preteen boy got him sent to the principal’s office

An example of what you can’t do:  The preteen boy asked his teacher: “What does contempt mean?”  The teacher responded: “Contempt means, “the state of being despised or dishonored; disgrace.”

1. emissary (12): noun. An agent sent on a mission to represent or advance the interests of another.
2. espy (54): verb. To catch sight of (something distant, partially hidden, or obscure); glimpse
3. harbingers (56): noun. One that indicates or foreshadows what is to come; a forerunner.

4. improvident (4): adj. 1. Not providing for the future; thriftless. 2. Rash; incautious.

5. copious (56): adj. 1. Yielding or containing plenty; affording ample supply.  2. Large in quantity; abundant.  3. Abounding in matter, thoughts, or words; wordy.

6. feign (52): verb. 1. To give a false appearance of; to represent falsely; pretend to. 2. To imitate so as to deceive. 3. To fabricate.

7. repentance (31): noun. Remorse or contrition for past conduct or sin
8. valediction (32): noun. 1.  An act of bidding farewell; a leave-taking.  2. A speech or statement made as a farewell. 3.  A word or phrase of farewell used to end a letter or message.

9. tendrils: noun. 1. A twisting, threadlike structure by which a twining plant, such as a grape or cucumber, grasps an object or a plant for support. 2. Something, such as a ringlet of hair, that is long, slender, and curling.

10. dynamism (34): noun.  1. Any of various theories or philosophical systems that explain the universe in terms of force or energy.  2. A process or mechanism responsible for the development or motion of a system.  3. Continuous change, activity, or progress; vigor.
*Definition Source: The American Heritage Dictionary, 2009.

