NAME:____________________________		LEEKEENAN/PERIOD 4

OTHELLO:  Man on Trial

Who is most responsible for Desdemona’s death?  Lodovico, representing her family, wishes to sue Iago in a civil trial for 10,000 ducats, claiming that he is ultimately the cause of her murder.

But is there sufficient evidence to find him guilty of this moral crime?  What about testimony?  Who would defend him, and why?  These are the issues you will gather from the text as you prove your side.  

Roles:
· Team of plaintiff’s (Lodovico’s) lawyers
· Team of defense (Iago’s) lawyers
· Witnesses from the text: Othello, Desdemona, Roderigo, Emilia (and Iago)
· A Shakespearean scholars (to act as “expert” witnesses)

Description of Roles:
Lawyers:  Each team of lawyers will be responsible for putting together evidence that argues for or against Iago’s liability.  You will work with key witnesses to prove your case.  You will prepare:
· Opening Statement (max. 5 minutes each)
· Closing Statement (max. 5 minute each)
· Direct examination questions for each of your own witnesses
· Cross-examination questions for the other team’s witnesses (using their affidavit)
Your argument MUST be backed up with support from the text!  You cannot argue anything that contradicts the text, or cannot be validated with a line or quotation.

Witnesses:  You will work with your respective team of lawyers to help prove their case.  You will prepare an affidavit (personal statement) expressing your character’s personal perspective on the events.  The opposing counsel will have access to your statement. You will also work with your team of lawyers to decide what you will say when you take the stand. Everything you say or explain MUST be backed up with support from the text!  You cannot say anything that contradicts the text, or cannot be validated with a quotation.  

Verdict: Who Decides
We will have one or more guest judges; they will listen to your respective cases, deliberate, and decide if Iago is liable and for how much (if any) of the 10,000 ducats. 

Goals of this Project

The first goal, of course, is to have fun!  While this will be a lot of work, it should also be a chance for us to be creative.   Other goals:
· To closely read the text to gain evidence for your case
· To analyze characters in the text and find motivation
· To learn about legal procedure
· To learn and utilize legal jargon and effective rhetoric






Grading: Individual Writing

Each member of the team will need to prepare individual writing in order to complete their role.  Use the examples we have given you as models for how to write your affidavit or questions!  Assignments are as follows:

Lawyer 1: Opening Statement and Direct/cross examination for 1 witness
Lawyer 2: Closing Statement Direct/cross examination for 1 witness
Lawyer 3: Direct/cross examination for 2+ witnesses
Lawyer 4: Direct/cross examination for 2+ witnesses
Each witness: An affidavit; Preparation for direct and cross-examination questions

	CATEGORY 
	A
	B 
	C
	D

	Use of Facts/Statistics 
	Each major point of statement / argument was well supported with several relevant facts, quotations, and/or examples. Students obviously referenced the text. 
	Each major point was adequately supported with relevant facts, quotations, and/or examples. Students made reference to the text. 
	Each major point was supported with examples, but no quotations, and the relevance of some facts was questionable. Students used the text, but not properly. 
	Each point was not supported. Students either did not use the text or made poor use of it. 

	Organization 
	All arguments were clearly tied to the overall case and organized in a tight, logical fashion. Statement / argument made sense to those reading it.
	Most arguments were clearly tied to an idea (premise) and organized in a tight, logical fashion. Statement / argument made sense.
	All arguments were clearly tied to an idea (premise) but the organization was sometimes not clear or logical. Argument occasionally seemed confusing. 
	Arguments were not clearly tied to an idea (premise). It was very difficult to understand the argument. 

	Use of Legal Research 
	Students successfully and professionally utilized the structure and language of a courtroom trial.  
	Students appropriately utilized the structure and language of a courtroom trial. 
	Students occasionally attempted to utilize the structure and language appropriate for a courtroom trial. 
	Students did not utilize the structure or language appropriate for a courtroom trial. 








My Role in the Trial

My role:  Lawyer on the __________________________ Team

Circle your role:
	
I am giving the Opening Statement		I am giving the Closing Statement
		
				I am questioning witnesses				

If you are questioning witnesses, fill in the names below:
	
_______________________  played by _________________________ (Direct or Cross)

_______________________  played by _________________________ (Direct or Cross)

_______________________  played by _________________________ (Direct or Cross)


TIMELINE: Estimate what work you and your team should complete during the time leading up to the trial next Thursday:

	Friday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	DUE:
Persuasive Essay Rough Draft (Final Draft is due on Friday, February 18th)


IN CLASS:
Team Brainstorms Main Points

Lawyer & Witnesses pair up

	DUE:
AFFIDAVITS (rough draft) 






IN CLASS: Begin Direct / Cross Examination Q & A

	DUE:
AFFIDAVITS (final draft) 
Opening & Closing Statements (rough drafts) 
Examination Q & A (rough drafts)

IN CLASS:
Opening/closing edits
Cross/Direct Q&A
	DUE:  
Opening & Closing Statements (final drafts)  
Examination Q & A (final drafts)



IN CLASS:
Objections
Team’s “Dress Rehearsal”

	TRIAL!























My Role in the Trial

My role:  Witness __________________________ on the ____________________ team

Fill in the names below:

Lawyer questioning me (Direct Examination: my team – work together on affidavit)

	_____________________________ 


	Lawyer questioning me (Cross Examination: opposite team)

	_____________________________

TIMELINE: Estimate what work you and your team should complete during the time leading up to the trial next Thursday:

	Friday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	DUE:
Persuasive Essay Rough Draft (Final Draft is due on Friday, February 18th)


IN CLASS:
Team Brainstorms Main Points

Lawyer & Witnesses pair up

	DUE:
AFFIDAVITS (rough draft) 






IN CLASS: Begin Direct / Cross Examination Q & A

	DUE:
AFFIDAVITS (final draft) 
Opening & Closing Statements (rough drafts) 
Examination Q & A (rough drafts)

IN CLASS:
Opening/closing edits
Cross/Direct Q&A
	DUE:  
Opening & Closing Statements (final drafts)  
Examination Q & A (final drafts)



IN CLASS:
Objections
Team’s “Dress Rehearsal”

	TRIAL!
























TIMELINE: 

List of Work that Needs to be Completed:

FRIDAY: Main Argument – 20 Class Work Points
Brainstorm a list of 5 points that you think might be able to help your side make a cohesive and convincing argument.  As a team, look at all of the points together and decide upon the main argument.
· Decide which characters will argue which points.  Witness and Lawyers need to pair up.

MONDAY:
Character/Critic Affidavits – 20 Homework Points (rough draft DUE)
· One member from each team will complete a rough draft of the affidavit for that character/critic, using evidence from the text and modeling it on the examples.
Direct/Cross Examination Questions & Answers – 20 Classwork Points 
· Using the rough drafts of the affidavits, lawyers from each team will begin working with their witnesses to map out direct examination questions & answers
· Lawyers will use the rough drafts of the affidavits to also begin creating cross-examination questions for the opposing council’s witnesses.

TUESDAY: 
Opening & Closing Statements – 20 HW Points (rough draft DUE)
· Lawyers giving the opening & closing statements will work together to ensure consistency in their side’s argument.  
Direct Examination Q&A – 20 HW Points (rough draft DUE)
Affidavits – (your almost perfect final draft DUE)

WEDNESDAY:
Opening & Closing Statements – (your almost perfect final draft DUE)
Direct/Cross Examination Q&A – (your almost perfect final draft DUE)

THURSDAY: 
TRIAL!!!

Affidavits – 50 Point Paper Grade (final draft DUE)
Opening & Closing Statements – 50 Point Paper Grade (final draft DUE)
Direct/Cross Examination Q&A – 50 Point Paper Grade (final draft DUE)

